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After much deliberation, The Village of Hamilton Board of Trustees has decided to continue a long-honored Hamilton
tradition and open the Hamilton Farmers’ Market on a limited basis. We believe we play an important role in
continuing to bring fresh, local foods to our residents for as long as possible during this difficult period. Local farmers
and food systems are critical to our local economy, and farmers’ markets, as a source of food supply, are within the
State of New York’s definition of “essential businesses”. Therefore, we will open Saturday May 16, 2020, with food
vendors only and will continue to review the situation weekly.
Everyone’s safety is paramount, so we are implementing the following social distancing and hygiene measures. We
cannot stress enough how important it is to follow these guidelines, in order to ensure the continuation of the market:
-

Stay home if you are sick, please.
Wear a face mask covering both your nose and mouth – this is mandatory.
Send only one person from your household to reduce crowding.
Move quickly through the market and leave as soon as you have made your purchases.
Contact the vendor directly with pre-orders and pre-payment if possible. Your items will then be packaged and
waiting for you at the market, avoiding further handling of products and money. A directory is posted on our
website: www.hamilton-ny.gov to assist you.
Refrain from touching others and ensure that at least 6 feet is between you and the next person. If you can both
reach out and touch each other’s hands, then you are too close.
Extra spacing between the vendor booths will reduce crowding and signs will direct the traffic flow.
Only vendors and their staffs may handle products; customers may not touch any produce or products until after
they have been purchased.
Prepared food vendors will be limited and will not provide utensils; there will be no sampling of products or eating
on the premises.
Vendors will be directed to follow best practices: changing gloves frequently throughout the day, sanitizing
surfaces often, separating cash handling and product bagging when possible, and more
The port-a-potty located in the Village parking lot will be fully stocked and available for handwashing.
Please do not bring dogs to the market.

If we all take personal responsibility and follow these guidelines, we will be able to enjoy the Farmers’ Market during
this challenging time. Thank you very much for your cooperation and stay safe.

