 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Zoning Board of Appeals

February 7, 2013
7:00pm, Village Courthouse

APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Chairman Michael Clough; CEO Paul McGinnis; Members: Marilyn Upton and Kristian Newman
Public Present: Dr. Richard and Marjorie Cohen
Call to Order: Chairman Clough called the meeting to order at 7:00pm
Approval of Agenda: Approved as written.
Approval of Minutes of the October 11, 2012 meeting:  Approved via email.
New Business

Richard Cohen, Variance Request for 52 Utica Street, relief from Code 174-70B
Dr. Cohen explained that the carriage barn on his property is in need of repair.  He has researched the barn’s history and has determined it was likely constructed in the 1870’s.  He would like to restore the barn and has found a repairman to do the work.  Member Upton questioned whether the barn’s location was a fire hazard to surrounding structures.  CEO McGinnis stated there was not.  David Craine’s email of February 5, 2013, was read.  “Dear Members of the Zoning Board of Appeals:  Please note that while I am not the owner of the property next door to Dr. Cohen’s office property at 52 Utica Street, Hamilton, I have been an office occupant at 50 Utica Street, Hamilton since 1995.  I am fully in support of a variance allowing Dr. and Mrs. Cohen to renovate the outbuilding on their property.  The Cohens have been excellent neighbors, and I am fully in favor of their efforts to improve their property.  Very truly yours, David Craine.”  Chairman Clough started that one of the factors considered when granting a variance is protecting and preserving what exists already in the village.
A motion was made by Member Upton to grant the variance request by Richard Cohen, for his property on 52 Utica Street, Hamilton.  The motion was seconded by Member Newman and unanimously carried. 
Reasons given for granting the variance:
1. The Board received no objections from the neighbors; received an email of support from past ZBA member David Craine 
2. The request is keeping with the character of the neighborhood 
3. The request is keeping within the original footprint of the building                                                       
4.  The Board stated this request will preserve and control growth of the neighborhood.
5.  Will improve the safety of the structure.

There being no further business to come before the Board, Member Upton made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Member Newman and carried.  The meeting adjourned at 7:14pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Taranto
