 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Planning Board

7:00pm

Regular Meeting of September 26, 2013
APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Chairman Jerry Fuller; Members: Morgan Larson, Ben Eberhardt, and Julie Dudrick; Mayor Margaret Miller; Attorney Jim Stokes; Trustee Cooper; Trustee Servedio; Trustee Lura; Trustee Kliman.  Absent: Member Kristian Newman
Public Present: Bill & Carolyn Todd; Peter Darby; Susan Barrett; Joanne Borfitz, Colgate; Kathleen Bennett, Colgate Attorney; Mark Nadolny, Creighton Manning Engineering; Link Johnson, Colgate; Chris Rossi; Sally Lura; Harvey Kliman
Chairman Fuller called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.  
Approval of Agenda: No agenda provided.  
New Business
Cultural Art Center:  Attorney Bennett made note for the record that yesterday a copy of a letter with the written responses to the Planning Boards questions, information on the updated parking study with attached addendum, and the corrected visual impact study was disseminated to the Planning Board, the Village Attorney, and the Board of Trustees.
Chairman Fuller reported that a GML Recommendation Report was received from the County.
Member Larson stated his concern is with parking.  The Board agreed that there should be a requirement and discussed how it should be calculated.  Colgate’s information included a .98 vehicles per 1,000 sq. ft. calculations.
Member Eberhardt reminded those present that the task given to the Planning Board by the Trustees was to give a recommendation for the change in use to allow art museums in the B1, not to approve this project.

Member Larson reminded the Planning Board that 10 Eaton Street and some boarding houses relied on Wayne’s Market for off-site parking.  Now that the property has been sold, what happens to those parking spaces and the requirements set by village code.  He cautioned against granting off-site parking for this use.  Colgate has proposed using the lot next to Dunkin Donuts for off-site parking.  Joanne Borfitz was asked if the Initiative owns this lot; they do not but have a “long term lease”.  Member Larson stated that at the minimum, a parking requirement, a special permit and site plan review should be a requirement. 
Chairman Fuller stated his concerns with parking.  He agrees with Member Larson with requiring parking, special permit, and site plan review.  He does not want this as a permitted use. 
Member Dudrick stated she is in favor of the zone change.  She stated that it is a great opportunity for children; it will enhance the commercial district, and provide space for community gatherings.

Link Johnson reported that the design and scale of the design is not set and can possibly change if needed.  

Harvey Kliman referred to Colgate’s summary that stated that 28 spaces are being eliminated and replaced with 21 spaces of which 9 are for 22 Utica Street expressed his concern with Colgate using the municipal lot expansion for the eliminated 28 spaces on a first come, first serve, knowing that the Colgate employees will be there first and to be part of the consideration of this zone change request.
Peter Darby stated he parked in the municipal lot that was full, but that E Broad Street spaces were empty.  He suggested eliminating the 2 hour parking on E Broad Street.

Susan Barrett stated that the public needs to have a say in what happens in the Village.  She would like to see the meetings better advertised.

Trustee Cooper asked for clarification on Page 8, regarding parking at the Schupf building.

Member Eberhardt stated that the integrity of the Board is important. This is the second time the Planning Board has been asked to make a recommendation.  The first recommendation was in July 2012.  He would like to wait to make a decision after the public hearing in October.  Trustee Lura stated that a decision should be made before by the Planning Board before the public hearing.  Member Eberhardt again stated that a recommendation was made back in July 2012.  Joanne Borfitz stated that was prior to the submission of new information.  Link Johnson responded to the Mr. Kliman’s concern of the employee parking in the municipal lot and wondered why the Board needed to hear from the public after the intensive study completed by Colgate and it is the responsibility to make a decision, and then the public can weigh in.  Mr. Johnson also stated that he feels the Board should be thinking of ways to make this project happen, not thinking of things like parking.  The Board tried to explain that they have been asked to make a recommendation on a zone change, not on this project, and that it is their job to consider all aspects of how this zone change will affect the Village of Hamilton.
Trustee Servedio stated that she would like a recommendation tonight to help the Trustees make their decision.

Harvey Kliman stated that he feels the entire Board, five members, should vote on this.  He reported that he has served on Planning Boards before and when a developer comes in with a project that is too big for a space, they are asked to modify the project.  
Bill Todd stated that he was just at a meeting at Colgate to discuss the master plan.  There seems to some opinions voiced there that Colgate wants to bring the center of campus life back up the hill.  One of the issues is the museum.  If the museum is downtown, this is counter to what was heard at the meeting. Link Johnson stated that this project has been designed to forge bonds between Colgate and the Village to enhance the Village.

Chairman Fuller stated that he would like to wait for the public hearing.  

A motion was made by Member Larson that 1.) the Planning Board recommend to the Village Board of Trustees to change Use 45 in the B1 Zone from not permitted to Special Permit required with a site plan review.  And further recommends the Village Board to have parking requirements for that use added in the appropriate space to be one space per 500 sq. ft. of gross floor area. 2.) SEQR information for this particular project-the nine spaces for 22 Utica Street need to be clearly addressed, when the time comes, that there is a very clear solution to where those spaces are going and that they would be listed in the special permit; that the 28 spaces lost in the two lots on Madison Street also are clearly defined and a clear, concise solution about busses arriving, dropping people off, picking them up and where they will be parked, that a clear solution for that is made.  These three items will be listed in the special permit that will be filed in the Village Office, with the applicant receiving a copy.  The motion was seconded by Member Dudrick.  Member Dudrick did not agree with the 1 space per 500 sq. ft. and suggested using the data provided by Colgate of .98 per 1000 sq. ft. leaving room for landscaping, etc.  Trustee Kliman asked if Member Dudrick needs to recuse herself because she is employed by Colgate.  Attorney Stokes stated only if Member Dudrick deemed it necessary.  Kathleen Bennett asked for a copy of the data the Planning Board based the 1 space per 500 sq. ft. requirement.  The motion unanimously carried.
The next meeting will be October 24, 2013, at 7:00pm, at the Village Courthouse.

There being no further business to come before the Planning Board, Member Dudrick made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Member Larson and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:40p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Taranto 


