 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Planning Board

6:30pm

Public Hearing of September 18, 2013
APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Chairman Jerry Fuller; Members: Morgan Larson, Ben Eberhardt(7:05), Julie Dudrick, Mayor Margaret Miller; Trustees: Jen Servedio, Sam Cooper, Russ Lura, and Debbie Kliman; Attorney Jim Stokes
Public Present: Sally Lura; Joanne Borfitz, Link Johnson, Kathleen Bennett, Cultural Arts Center
Chairman Fuller called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.

Approval of Agenda: None 
Cultural Art Center: This meeting is to review the SEQR and get answers to questions and concerns that were forwarded to Colgate.  Chairman Fuller stated that he does not anticipate a decision being made tonight, this is just an information gathering session. 
The Mayor reported that the public hearing has been scheduled for October 17, 7pm, at the HCS auditorium.

Joanne Borfitz thanked the Planning Board for having a special meeting to continue to move this forward.  She introduced Professor Link Johnson, and Attorney Kathleen Bennett.

The updated parking study was conducted last week and Ms. Borfitz will be providing that information at a later date.  The same methodology was done as was done in June, just this time in September.  Chairman Fuller asked why it was decided on a 5hour, one day study.  The upstate institute also did an independent study that Member Dudrick will forward to the Planning Board and the Trustees.
Parking has been raised a main concern.  Attorney Bennett reported that currently on the site, Colgate provides 28 parking spaces for employees of the Advancement Office and by an agreement with 22 Utica Street provide 9 spaces and those spaces would be accounted for in new parking plan.  Chairman Fuller stated that he does not like the use of the municipal lot for the displaced employees.  Ms. Bennett stated that the CAC will provide 21 off street/on-site parking spaces for visitors of the CAC.  The 10 staff members of the CAC would potentially park in the Colgate Bookstore lot.   
Colgate is proposing expanding the municipal lot by a minimum of 28 spaces, providing the Village a benefit for nights and weekends.  Pick up/drop off of busses would be at the Colgate Cruiser site in front of the Colgate Bookstore.
The evening exhibitions/events and the impact to the restaurants was stated as a concern.  Attorney Bennett stated that having more people in the downtown could only positively impact the restaurants by creating more business for them.  Parking would be shared for these uses.

Joanne Borfitz stated that the lot size is .81 acres

Historic district-the building is not historic.  The back part of the lot is part of the historic district. This is considered a type 1 action.  The State does not need to consulted.  
Link Johnson reported that this is to be considered one building, not three, with the maximum height of 38’6”.  The line of sight will be similar height and scale of surrounding structures.  Trees (leaf on season) will interrupt sight line on Madison Street.
Member Larson asked if the site plan in the SEQR packet that Colgate provided to the Village Trustees, Village Attorney, and the Planning Board, is current.  Joanne Borfitz stated that it was.  In the visual assessment section figure 5 is incorrect, figure 6 is correct. Joanne Borfitz reported that correct drawings will be forwarded to the Trustees and the Planning Board.
Site Plan with dimensions-Member Larson asked where the lot line was and if the dimensions were correct.  A six foot grass strip is required between parking spaces and residential use.  A loading dock with in fifty feet of a residential property it needs to be fully enclosed.  Storage will be in the basement.  Trustee Lura asked for a better view of  the project from the North.  Member Eberhardt stated he is still uncomfortable with the proposed parking plan and wants a dedicated parking plan for this project.  Attorney Bennett stated that the parking issue for the Village is not something that Colgate needs to solve with regard to this project.  Attorney Stokes responded that dedicated parking was something the Board could consider.
There being no further business to come before the Planning Board, Member Larson made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Member Newman and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:30p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Taranto 


