 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton
Municipal Utilities Commission
4:30pm
Regular Meeting of June 7, 2011
APPROVED  MINUTES
PRESENT: President John Basher; Commissioners: Larry Baker and Rob Gustafson; Director of Utilities and Public Works Sean Graham; Line Foreman David Rhyde; Trustee Jim Bona; Trustee Margaret Miller; Clerk/Treasurer Winn.

PUBLIC: None

President Basher called meeting to order at 4:30p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Agenda was approved as written.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular Meeting of May 3, 2011
President Basher requested the word “Bona” be changed to “Basher” under ION Update.  A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to approve the minutes of May 3, 2011, meeting as amended.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

PERSONNEL
No report.

ELECTRIC
New Business
Line Foreman’s Report
Line Foreman Rhyde reported HMT has been working at the sub.  Crews have taken down two load tap changers, tightened things up, and reported no problems.  The Spring Street project is now complete.

Delinquent Accounts
Clerk/Treasurer Winn distributed the delinquent list.  The Commission questioned a Maple Ave account.  No other concerns at this time.

NYPA Insulation Program

Director Graham reported we are only at 4.5% of the $96,000.00.  Did not get the response from village residents that the Insulation Program was looking for.  Non-profits are eligible.

ION Update

Director Graham reported ION is requesting, if the Village decides to become a municipal broadband provider, that we identify poles on route to leave slack coils.  If the Village would like ION to provide internet service, they would provide for a fee.  ION did not attend a scheduled meeting on Friday afternoon at the Village office to discuss the route.  The Commission would like more information before moving forward, including cost.

Surplus 1991 Kodiak

Director Graham stated the Water and Electric Departments would like to surplus a single axle dump truck.  

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to surplus the 1991 Kodiak.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Bona and carried.

FCC Regulations

Director Graham reported as of Jan 1, 2013, we will be required to reduce to a narrow band of 12.5 kilohertz.  A further reduction to 6.5 kilohertz will eventually be required.  No action is needed at this time.

Natural Gas

Director Graham forwarded an email to the Commissioners.  The estimated cost is two million.  Page 12 of the email needs to be reviewed comparing natural gas, electric and fuel oil to BTU’s.  Colgate is concerned with the cleanliness of Norse’s gas.  The Commission may want to consider taking the line to the pump station on Bradley Brook for cleaning.  A meeting with Colgate will be scheduled.

TCC Renewal

Director Graham reported we need to resubmit our TCC requirements for next year by July 2011.  Mark Cordero is recommending we purchase 8 megawatts at $88,000.60.  Twenty-five percent is due by July, the balance is due in October 2011.

A motion was made by Commissioner Gustafson to enter into TCC agreement with NYISO, through NYMPA.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Bona and carried.

Old Business
Gas Well Update

No report.

Building Upgrades

Director Graham stated Deb Niles has reported that toilet in the public bathroom at the Village office is leaking and the floor is soggy.

MEUA Update
No report.

NYMPA

Director Graham reported on the congestion charges.  There will not be a call for funds.  The TCC charges will need collateral of $5,000.00 and a letter from a bank or escrow account.  FERC is on a weekly billing cycle now.
PANYS

Clerk/Treasurer Winn stated there has been talk of a hydro rate increase.
Payment Methods for Customers

Clerk/Treasurer Winn reported she had a demonstration of the system.  She contacted two municipalities using this software and they are satisfied with it.  Clerk/Treasurer Winn has reviewed the program with the comptroller’s office.  The Commission may review the City of Syracuse’s website.  The Commission recommends presenting to the Trustees.

Financials

Clerk/Treasurer Winn distributed the financial statements through May 31, 2011.  She noted that May’s bill have not yet been paid.  The Electric fund revenue is at 98%, expenses are at 88%.  The Water fund revenue is at 102%, expenses are at 76%.  The Sewer fund revenue is at 103%, expenses are at 71%.

WATER
New Business

Line Foreman Rhyde reported a valve was changed on Montgomery Street on Friday.  The hydrant in front of the laundromat will be changed.  The crew will be working at S & S Appliance putting in new water and sewer lines for the new addition.

DEC Memo of Understanding

Director Graham received a letter from the DEC.  The intent of the MOU is to minimize paperwork and processing time.  Title VI of the NYCRR was referenced.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to enter into the MOU from April 1, 2011 through April 1, 2013, with the DEC.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Bona and carried.

Old Business
SEWER
New Business

Line Foreman Rhyde reported Matt Saltern and the summer help will begin cleaning mains and valve boxes.  President Basher thanked Line Foreman Rhyde for cleaning the drain at the Firehouse.

Madison Lane Discharge

Director Graham received a call from Sue Bauman from Madison Lane regarding water softener discharge from Buildings 1 & 4.  There is not sanitary sewer in proximity.  Under section 129.7 under municipal sewer law, all owners are required to tie to public sewer within 100 feet of the property line.  Director Graham did contact the Health Department.  Madison Lane is asking for a waiver.  The Commission denied their request.

Chesapeake Bay

Director Graham stated the Village may experience higher requirements than most, because the Susquehanna River is a source of drinking water for some municipalities south of our WWTP.  This will be very costly to the Village.
Claims
Commissioner Gustafson reviewed claims and made a motion to pay them.  The motion 

was seconded by Trustee Bona and carried.

The next meeting will be July 5, 2011 at 4:30pm, at the Village Office.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Trustee Bona made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:21pm.

Submitted by,

Kim Taranto










