 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton
Municipal Utilities Commission
4:30pm
Regular Meeting of July 5, 2011
APPROVED MINUTES
PRESENT: President John Basher; Commissioners: Larry Baker, Bob Holcomb, and Rob Gustafson; Director of Utilities and Public Works Sean Graham; Line Foreman David Rhyde;  Clerk/Treasurer Winn.

PUBLIC: None

President Basher called meeting to order at 4:31p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
An executive session was added to tonight’s agenda.  Agenda was approved as amended.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular Meeting of June 7, 2011

Director Graham requested the word “sewer” be added on the third page, section Madison Lane Discharge, third sentence after the word “municipal.”  On same page, section Chesapeake Bay, add to the end of the first sentence, “because the Susquehanna River is a source of drinking water for some municipalities south of our WWTP.”

A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to approve the June 7, 2011, minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

Special Meeting March 29, 2011

A motion was made by President Basher to approve the minutes of March 29, 2011, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

PERSONNEL
No report.

ELECTRIC
New Business
Line Foreman’s Report
Line Foreman Rhyde reported the crew now has new routes for meter reading.  The crew is trimming trees on 12B south.  They pulled wire on Utica Street from Montgomery to Kinney Drugs.  Top Notch has removed 9-10 trees.  ION’s paperwork for pole identification was incorrect.  Line Foreman Rhyde is checking ownership of poles for future billing.  A new roof is going on the Powerhouse.  The Powerhouse was insulated with foam two weeks ago.

Delinquent Accounts
Clerk/Treasurer Winn reported one of the State Comptroller’s findings was that the Village does not relevy water and sewer charges on the Village taxes.  There are no concerns at this time with the list presented.

A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to accept the delinquent list as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

NYPA Insulation Program

Line Foreman Rhyde brought information regarding Verizon to the staff meeting this morning.  Verizon has plans to pull a new cable through our innerduct up to the top of the tower.  Verizon is required to request this from the Village per their contract.  They have non exclusive rights to use it.

ION Update

Director Graham was contacted by the Mayor of Richmondville.  He is very discouraged with negotiations with ION.  Director Graham stated the pole sheets ION gave us are mislabeled. 

Natural Gas

Director Graham reported Colgate received the reports.  Colgate wants the Village to find other customers.  The cost is very reasonable.  Frank Radigan will prepare a spreadsheet outlining all potential costs to the customers.

Old Business
Gas Well Update

The DEC have published new requirements on hydrofracking.

Building Upgrades

Director Graham reported Trustee Lura recommends the MUC figure out what their future plans are for the Village office building.  Upgrades and updating the existing building was discussed.  Cleaning and microfiching old files were discussed.  An ADA representative was in contact with CEO McGinnis to discuss Village properties not in compliance.  Ownership of the building was discussed.

MEUA Update
No report.

NYMPA

Clerk/Treasurer Winn reported on the June 30, 2011, meeting.  The finances are very stable.  The congestion mitigation program account limit was set at $750,000.00, then there will be a call for funds.  The TCC renewals have all been sent, except for Solvay.  The power contract with Select Energy will continue to reduce purchases.  Power is hedged through July 2012.

PANYS

Director Graham reported the program is slow moving.  The Powerhouse and Randallsville Church were just completed.
Payment Methods for Customers

No report.

Financials

Clerk/Treasurer Winn reported on the financials through May 31, 2011.  The gross profit is less than 45%, which is an indicator for a rate case.  Electric revenue is at 98%, expenses at 94%.  Water revenue is at 102%, expenses at 76%.  Sewer revenue is at 103%, expenses at 72%.  Not all expenses have been posted.

WATER
New Business

Line Foreman Rhyde reported the hydrant in front of the laundromat has been changed.  A flow test was requested from 10 Eaton Street, but their representative missed the appointment.  At the old Jaquay building, they are working on water and sewer lines.

Director Graham reported the PSC found violations with Bath’s meter testing.  Line Foreman Rhyde and Clerk/Treasurer Winn are confident our procedures are more than adequate.

Old Business
SEWER
New Business

Director Graham reported Sam Cooper met with Congressman Owen’s representative regarding the Chesapeake Bay and expressed our frustration with our stringent limits.

Chesapeake Bay

Director Graham stated he has received some information regarding phosphorus limits.  He is very concerned with the phased in approach the DEC are recommending.

McKinnon Connection

Director Graham reported Sandra McKinnon’s engineer sent CEO McGinnis plans for a pump station.  They are requesting 1000 gallon pre treatment, which will need a variance.  Under Article 75A of the health law, the septic needs to be 10 feet from the property line.  They were directed to contact the County.
Claims
Commissioner Gustafson reviewed claims and made a motion to pay them.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

The next meeting will be August 2, 2011 at 4:30pm, at the Village Office.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to enter into an executive session at 5:37pm.  The 

motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to exit the executive session at 6:10pm.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Commissioner Baker made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:11pm.

Submitted by,

Kim Taranto










