 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton
Municipal Utilities Commission
4:30pm
Regular Meeting of January 8, 2013
APPROVED MINUTES
PRESENT: President John Basher; Commissioners: Larry Baker, Rob Gustafson, and Bob Holcomb; Village Administrator Sean Graham; Line Foreman David Rhyde; Trustee Russ Lura; Village Clerk Alana Scheckler; Treasurer Mary Ann Henderson
PUBLIC:  None
President Basher called meeting to order at 4:30p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Approved as presented.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Regular Meeting of December 11, 2012: Changes requested:

1. Add Treasurer Mary Ann Henderson under “Present”
A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to approve the December 11, 2012, minutes as amended.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.  
PERSONNEL:  Clerk Scheckler reported that the part-time position will not be filled until at least June and it may be changed to a full-time position.  

Attorney John Corchoran has requested a pre-meeting to discuss contractual issues.
Part-time employee benefits were discussed.  Information had been gathered on other municipalities and their benefit packages.  It was agreed that no benefits will be offered to part-time employees working less than 20 hours per week.  There was no decision made on benefits for part-time employees working more than 20 hours per week.  Clerk Scheckler, Treasurer Henderson, and Administrator Graham will draft a benefit proposal for the Commission to review at the February meeting.

Treasurer Henderson reported that she received word that premiums for health insurance will increase by 15%.  Obamacare and its impact to the Village were discussed.
ELECTRIC
New Business
Line Foreman’s Report: Prices for pickup trucks on the OGS are being reviewed.  The crew is setting poles on East Broad Street.  Line Foreman Rhyde distributed summary information related to the NYPA insulation program. To date, thirty-five buildings have been insulated and the system total is $91,035.00.  The new poles will be in the end of January.
Status of Delinquent Accounts: The Commissioners reviewed the report and had no concerns at this time.
Old Business
Rate Case: No report.
WATER 
New Business
Line Foreman Rhyde reported there was a water leak on Pine Street on December 26.  Hydrants have been cleared of snow.  Administrator Graham reported water sales are up.
Old Business

SEWER
New Business
Administrator Graham reported that as a result of a meeting with the Village’s insurance company, our surveyor was asked to give a quote to do an elevation test on the properties in the flood zone, to hopefully reduce our insurance costs.  The quote was $4,250.00.  The MUC portion is $2,125.00, Water portion is $708.33, and the Sewer portion is $1,416.67.  A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to recommend to the Village Board of Trustees to pursue getting certificates of elevation from our surveyor for a cost of $4,250.00.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

Sewer Relief 40 Lebanon Street: The owner filled his pool and is asking for relief some sewer charges.  It is the policy of the MUC to not grant relief on the sewer charge for filling of pools.  A pool is not considered a necessity.  A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to deny the relief request by 40 Lebanon Street.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.
Sewer Relief 10 College Street: The water heater was leaking.  There is a dirt floor basement that was confirmed by Joe Wyman.  Mr. Ross is requesting sewer relief of $127.44.  A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb to grant the request.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.
81 Lebanon Street Sewer Line: Mr. Khan reported that they have a lateral sewer issue.  Dave Jordan opened up the clean out in the basement and found it was dry.  The owners have stated they are having drainage issues with an upstairs sink.  Administrator Graham will be meeting with the owners and may be coming back to the Commission to request installing a clean out.  No action was taken.
Old Business
Chesapeake TMDL Grants: Administrator Graham stated there may be EFC grants available.  Administrator Graham reported on the meeting with the DEC yesterday.  They met with Jim Tierney, Angus Eaton and Ron Ettinger to explain the Village’s concerns with the costs associated with the TMDL’s.  They also questioned how the numbers were determined for the Village.  The answers were very arbitrary.  The DEC will confirm the numbers in 30 days and explain the formula used.  The DEC may then request a copy of our engineers report.
Natural Gas

New Business  
Old Business
Natural Gas Engineer: Administrator Graham reported that they met with a company called Integrity, Joel Moore, the CEO, and was impressed with their extensive knowledge with all aspects of the project.  Administrator Graham recommends moving forward with contracting with Integrity.  A motion was made by Commissioner Gustafson to recommend to the Board of Trustees to contract with Integrity.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Holcomb and carried.
Natural Gas Foreman/Employees: Administrator Graham would like to create a job description for the foreman position.  He will contact the County for assistance, get the description approved, and then publish it.  Trustee Lura asked if the gas employees will have their own union.  Making room for the equipment needed for Natural Gas, perhaps a pole barn, and possible locations for placement of a building was discussed.
Clerk Scheckler Office Door: Clerk Scheckler reported that the quote for installing a door to connect the offices came in at over $9,000.00.  
Ecode 360: Treasurer Henderson distributed information packets on the web-based program that we would send our files and codes to which would make it easier to find Village information.  Start-up cost is $1495.00.  Currently the Village is paying $580.00 per year for minute manager that we are unable to access. Annual maintenance cost is $1195.00.    Laserfiche information was distributed for review.  A motion was made by Commissioner Holcomb that the MUC support the Ecode360 financially (their portion only).  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.
CLAIMS: Commissioner Gustafson reviewed the claims and made a motion to pay them.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

Financial Statements: The financial reports were distributed.  Electric revenue at 46%, expenses at 45%.  Water revenue is at 67%, expenses at 38%.  Sewer revenue at 64%, expenses at 51%.  
The next meeting will be February 12, 2013 at 4:30pm, at the Village Office.
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the Commission, Trustee Lura made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Holcomb and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:26pm.

Submitted by,

Kim Taranto










