 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton
Municipal Utilities Commission
4:30pm
Regular Meeting of August 2, 2011
APPROVED MINUTES
PRESENT: President John Basher; Commissioners: Larry Baker and Rob Gustafson; Director of Utilities and Public Works Sean Graham; Line Foreman David Rhyde; Trustee Russ Lura; Mayor Margaret Miller

PUBLIC: None

President Basher called meeting to order at 4:30p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Director Graham requested MEUA Delegate be added to the agenda.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to accept the agenda as amended.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Regular Meeting of July 5, 2011
A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to approve the July 5, 2011, minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

PERSONNEL: No report.

ELECTRIC: New Business
Line Foreman’s Report: Line Foreman Rhyde reported on July 23, 2011, they had to replace an elbow on Spring Hill Road.  He recommends an upgrade next Spring.  The crew has been pulling secondaries for clearance (30" variance).  The transformer at Sanford Field House was replaced.  Two transformers at Newell Apts. were changed.

Delinquent Accounts: An account on Preston Hill has been turned off for lack of payment and will need to have a lien placed on the property.  There are no other concerns at this time.

NYPA Insulation Program: Director Graham reported there has been some new interest by residents.  We have used approximately 23% of the available funds.  Richie Kestle, as of September 1, 2011, will no longer be the CEO of NYPA.

ION Offer: Director Graham received an email from ION regarding service to the Village Office.  Line Foreman Rhyde and Bob Bolton have been working together on the route.  The Villages’ make ready work is minimal.

Natural Gas Report, Next Steps

Director Graham had a meeting with President Basher, Trustee Lura, Kevin Brocks, and Frank Radigan.  Director Graham distributed paperwork to the Commission depicting three savings analysis for three different load scenarios.  The cost of installation estimate, based on worse case scenarios, prepared by Director Graham, revealed a cost of approximately $5 million for 5 miles. Frank Radigan estimates the actual cost to be closer to $2.5 million.  Funding was discussed.  Kevin Brocks will be contacting NYSERDA for funds. An implementation plan was discussed.  Trustee Lura stated all costs are recoverable.  The Village would need to discuss with Fiscal Advisors.  Routes were discussed.  Bradley Brook (Lebanon Hill) has an established right of way.  The goal of the Village is to have no risk to its tax payers.  The Commission will wait for Kevin Brocks report before proceeding.

MEUA Delegate: Director Graham reported the 81st Annual Conference will be at the Saratoga Springs Holiday Inn, on September 13-16, 2011.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to appoint Director Graham as our delegate and to attend the conference.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

Clerk/Treasurer Winn will also be at the conference with NYMPA.

Old Business
Gas Well Update: No report.

Building Upgrades: President Basher stated that after the last meeting they went upstairs to inspect the 2nd and 3rd floors.  All agreed the building is in need of repairs.  An estimate received in 2008 was $750,000.00.  Some cosmetic work, cleaning, and organizing were requested by the Commission.

MEUA Update: No report.

NYMPA: No report.

PANYS: No report.  Trustee Lura stated that the spelling should read PASNY.
Payment Methods for Customers: No report.

Financials: No report.

WATER
New Business

Line Foreman Rhyde reported flushing of water mains will begin on August 8, 2011.  The crew will also be changing water service on Payne Street.
Woodman’s Pond: Director Graham reported Dr. Cohen stated he witnessed someone in a canoe on the pond.  Posting of the property will be done.  Director Graham will discuss this matter with Chief Gifford.

New Well: Director Graham received a preliminary DWSRF from Schumaker Engineering as requested.  The estimate was $4.5 million.  The engineering cost was 23%, which was a concern to Director Graham.  The cost of just the well was $644,000.00.

Old Business
SEWER
New Business

Line Foreman Rhyde reported Matt Saltern and two of the summer help crew have been cleaning sewers.  They are also checking water valves at the same time.  There was an incident at 69 Hamilton Street where the water from the toilet sprayed all over the bathroom.  Line Foreman Rhyde stated this can happen when there is not a trap.  Commissioner Gustafson reported this also happened at his house.  The crew will need to build a new pole pile.
Aeration Tank: Director Graham reported the wall that was supposed to be one foot is actually only eight inches and has caused it to bow.  It will need to be replaced.  This will help with our CWSRF grant.
Energy Independence Partners, LLC: Director Graham reported this company would like to do a pilot program with an MBBR Filtration Container, to address nutrient loading/phosphorus levels.  The system seems to be very costly to operate if we were to purchase.  
101 Lebanon Street Sewer Refund: Director Graham reported a water heater was leaking at this residence.  Line Foreman Rhyde stated the residence has a dirt floor.  The resident is requesting a refund of sewer charges of $84.96.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to approve the refund of sewer charges for 101 Lebanon Street in the amount of $84.96.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.

Chesapeake Bay: No report.

Claims: Commissioner Gustafson reviewed claims and made a motion to pay them.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

The next meeting will be September 6, 2011 at 4:30pm, at the Village Office.

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Commission, Trustee Lura made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:50pm.

Submitted by,

Kim Taranto










