 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Planning Board

7:00pm

Regular Meeting of May 26, 2015
APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Chairman Morgan Larson; Members: Jerry Fuller, Julie Dudrick; Kristian Newman and Ben Eberhardt (arrived 7:13); Attorney Jim Stokes; CEO Don Forth
Also Present: ZRC Chair Bob McVaugh, Mayor Margaret Miller
Chairman Larson called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. It was noted that the regular Planning Board secretary was absent due to a death in her family. The Chair asked Attorney Stokes to act as secretary for the meeting.
Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Member Newman to approve the agenda with the addition of a discussion of the Board of Trustees’ proposed local law to amend chapter 34 of the Village Code with respect to alcoholic beverages.  The motion was seconded by Member Fuller and carried by a vote of four in favor, none opposed.
Approval of the Regular Meeting of April 30, 2015, Minutes:  A motion was made by Member Fuller to approve the minutes from the April 30, 2015 meeting with the following modification: second paragraph, fifth sentence regarding the proposed Cultural Arts Center – delete “is not allowed” and insert “should not be part of the site plan”. The motion to approve the minutes as so amended was seconded by Member Newman and unanimously carried by a vote of five in favor, none opposed.

New Business
Discussion of the Board of Trustees’ proposed local laws to amend chapter 34 of the Village Code with respect to alcoholic beverages and to create a new chapter 106 entitled “Parks”:  The Board engaged in a discussion of the intent and effect of the two proposed local laws. The local law to amend section 34-1 of the Village Code would create exceptions to the prohibition against open alcoholic beverage containers upon Village property to make the Code consistent with long standing practices such as the annual block party and the consumption of alcohol by persons using Hooks Wiltse Field. ZRC Chair Mc Vaugh questioned the wisdom of the proposed amendment. Mayor Miller and Attorney Stokes explained the reasoning behind the proposed amendment, and that the question of whether the Board of Trustees should allow the consumption of alcohol on public property was separate and apart from the intent of the proposed local law, which is to make the long standing practices of not ticketing people consuming alcohol at the block party and/or park consistent with the Code, which presently makes an exception only for tastings and samplings at the farmers’ market. Chairman Larson concluded the discussion by noting that the pending local laws do not affect the zoning code or anything under the jurisdiction of the Planning Board. 
Old Business
Discussion of draft regulations relating to telecommunications towers. Attorney Stokes and the Board discussed the draft telecommunications towers regulations prepared by ZRC member, Sam Cooper. Clarifications to the document should include the following: measurement of total height from ground level, and also that total height should include antennae and other fixtures on the tower, not just the tower itself; Television satellite dishes should continue to governed by chapter 124 of the Code, which needs to be updated (dishes should be allowed to be mounted to the fronts of buildings, more than one dish should be allowed per lot, and dishes should be required to be removed after six months of nonuse), and the new telecommunications facilities regulations should become part of the zoning code; Applicants applying to the ZBA for a variance from the regulations should be required to obtain a prior recommendation from the Planning Board; towers and facilities should be required to be camouflaged to the extent practical; the 1,000 feet separation requirement from schools in section 7(a) is excessive; the setback requirements in section 7(c) should be reviewed.

Former laundromat property at Corner of Lebanon St. and Eaton Street. CEO Forth reported that this property had been purchased by an individual desiring to convert the property to a principal parking lot use. CEO Forth was asked to advise the individual of the current moratorium on the establishment of such uses.
Cultural Arts Center. Attorney Stokes noted that the Village had been advised that Colgate University had been awarded NYS funding through the Empire State Development Corporation (ESDC) for the proposed Cultural Arts Center. Attorney Stokes noted that as such, ESDC would be an involved agency for SEQR purposes, which the Planning Board was unaware of at the April 30, 2015 meeting. Chairman Larson made a motion to amend the Board’s April 30, 2015 motion declaring the Planning Board as lead agency to also note, in addition to the Board of Trustees, that ESDC is an involved agency for this action. The motion was seconded by Member Eberhardt and unanimously carried.  

The next meeting will be June 25, 2015 at 7:00p.m. at the Village Courthouse.

There being no further business to come before the Planning Board, Chairman Larson made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Member Eberhardt and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

James Stokes, Secretary Pro Tem 


