 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Planning Board

7:00pm

Regular Meeting of May 22, 2014
APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Chairman Jerry Fuller; Members: Morgan Larson, Kristian Newman, Ben Eberhardt, and Julie Dudrick; Attorney Jim Stokes; Trustee Cooper; CEO McGinnis
Public Present: Trustee Lura; Sally Lura; Dave Parry & Dian Zheng,  60 Utica Street; Reg & Lorna Wilson; Peter Darby; J Brice Hamill & Norm Elbin, Fairmount Properties; Trustee Deb Kliman; Norm & Merle vonWettberg; Jim Leach
Chairman Fuller called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  
Approval of Agenda: No changes.  A motion was made by Member Larson to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Member Eberhardt and unanimously carried.
Approval of Minutes:  Changes: None
A motion was made by Member Eberhardt to approve the March 27, 2014, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Member Dudrick and unanimously carried.
New Business
Dian Zheng, 60 Utica Street, conversion to a Multi-Family Dwelling:  Mr. Zheng is asking to change the current downstairs layout to two, two bedroom apartments.  The issue is the size of the lot.  The code for a lot size for a three apartments is 22,000 sq.  The size of the current lot is only 14,000 sq. ft.  This is property is located in the BT Zone. Chairman Fuller referenced code 174.82(E)2.  Member Larson referenced Bulk Zoning.   Although there is plenty of parking, the Planning Board does not the authority to approve the Special Permit.  This will need to be heard in front of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  Mr. Zheng was informed that he needs to do the necessary paperwork to have his request heard by the ZBA.  A motion was made by Member Larson to defer action until a determination is made by the ZBA.  The motion was seconded by Member Dudrick and unanimously carried.

Fairmount Properties, 11-13 Eaton Street, Three Story Residential Building:  Chairman Fuller stated that the Board received a special permit application from Fairmount Properties for Colgate student housing.  Brice Hamill, Director of Design, displayed a rendering of the proposed new facility that would consist of 3 stories of 25 units that could accommodate 81 students, with 64 parking spaces on site and 15-20 spaces leased from Curtis Lumber.  The ground floor would have a resident director’s room, study areas, 2 bedroom unit, study rooms, laundry facility, gym.  The 2nd & 3rd floor would have 4 bedroom units and a centralized kitchen.  Mr. Hamill asked the Board to look online at their Kent State project.  He stated that they are a long-term asset hold company and will be meeting with the Hamilton Initiative and the PCD to discuss design and architectural character.
Norm Elbin, Director of Development Services for Fairmount, reported they are requesting a special use permit for property 11-13 Eaton Street for a multi-unit residential unit in the B2, this will allow second and third floor 4 bedroom units, currently the zoning does not allow this.  The site plan will require a side back variance.  Mr. Elbin would like the site plan to show paved pedestrian access to the building, a 6 foot buffer at the parking lot, and landscaping.  Attorney Stokes asked if the building could be moved to be in character of the streetscape with the rest of the Village.  The Board agreed.  Mr. Elbin stated this is a possibility.  Member Larson stated that the lot requirement for this plan is 66,000 sq. ft., but there currently is 47,400 sq. ft.  Dave Parry asked if the 81 students were in addition to the 250 that already live downtown.  Mr. Hamill reported that they will not be additional.  Norm vonWettberg asked if the Planning Board would be receiving a copy of the agreement with Fairmount and Colgate.  The Board stated that they need to follow the law and that the agreement between Colgate and Fairmount is not relevant in that determination.  According to the information supplied to the Board by Fairmount, Colgate and Fairmount have a long-term agreement that the housing units will be “occupied by members of the Colgate University student body.”  When asked about the agreement, Fairmount stated that would provide a copy of the agreement. Mr. Hamill stated that it is a free market with a back-fill clause.  Basically, Colgate will fill or pay for unfilled units to 100%.  Attorney Stokes stated that this would fall under the Boardinghouse laws. Mr. Elbin stated that Fairmount would bring the building forward to the street to make it compatible with other downtown structures, and that the east elevation of the building would be redesigned to make it appear like a building front, again for compatibility purposes.  Attorney Stokes suggested that they finalize their discussions with the owner of 9 Eaton St. prior to revising the site plan, as control of that property would make a significant difference in the site design. The Laundromat and Oneida Savings Bank site were briefly discussed.  The next step will be to apply for variances.  
The next meeting will be June 26, 2014, at 7:00pm, at the Village Courthouse.

There being no further business to come before the Planning Board, Member Dudrick made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Member Larson and unanimously carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:19p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Taranto 


