
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Board of Trustees

Public Hearing April 15, 2015
7:00pm Village Courthouse
Present: Mayor Margaret Miller; Trustees:  Sandra Carter, Jen Servedio, Deb Kliman, and Russ Lura; Treasurer Mary Ann Henderson; Administrator Sean Graham; Administrative Assistant Nancy Mitchell; Attorney Jim Stokes
Absent: 
Public Present: Sally Lura; Sam Cooper; John Basher; Bob McVaugh; Bob Kuiper; Wayne Foster; Harvey Kliman; Bill & Carolyn Todd; RuthAnn Loveless (8:30pm)
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance.
The Mayor opened the public hearing for the proposed local law to authorize the Village of Hamilton to exceed the tax levy cap at 7:01pm.  

The Mayor read the proposed local law aloud.  Bob McVaugh asked what State consequences would be if this was not passed.  Attorney Stokes stated that the penalty is typically the amount raised by the levy and could affect next year’s budget.

Trustee Lura stated that it was important to note the Moody’s report on the Village condition is A-1, partly because the Village is willing to override the tax levy, which was in our favor.

Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:09pm

The Mayor opened the public hearing on the 2015-2016 budget at 7:10pm.
The Mayor reported the Board spent more than 12+ hours working line by line on the budget, meeting with department heads, and the increase is 1.74% or $0.20 per thousand.  

Bob McVaugh asked about the PILOT decrease of $67,000.00.  Treasurer Henderson stated that the village auditors suggested this payment be moved to interfund transfers and references page 4 of the proposed budget.  Mr. McVaugh questioned the building permit line of the budget, with the new athletic facility.  Treasurer Henderson reported that we have already received the permit fee money for these projects so they are not in the proposed budget.  Mr. McVaugh asked about the Symphony Fund.  He was directed to page 29.  Mr. McVaugh also questioned the $70,000.00 increase to the police department budget and stated that he does not see an increase quality for the police coverage to warrant the increase.  Treasurer Henderson stated that based on history, the Board felt the budget was too low and referenced page 34.
Bill Todd stated there is no need to override the State 2% tax cap and referenced taxes in California.  
Carolyn Todd had questions regarding ambulance funding and the ladder truck bond payment.  
Bob Kuiper stated whoever put the budget together did a wonderful job.  He has never seen a more concise budget.  He stated that we do not have enough taxable property.  He is unhappy with the police department increase.
Trustee Lura stated that contracting out for trash collection had been discussed and denied.  Dissolving the Village would void the utility contract according to our attorney.  

Wayne Foster said he is concerned with the taxes being so high.  He thinks Colgate should pay their fair share.  It was reported that Colgate is approximately 56% of tax exempt property in the Village.
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:25pm.
Treasurer Henderson distributed new pages of 26, 27, & 28, with several Natural Gas changes due to the Natural Gas was not a balanced budget at the time the tentative budget was filed.  Treasurer Henderson would like the Board to review on Page 34 the Assistant 1 includes a 2.5% increase before the budget passes.

RESOLUTION NO. #35-2015
TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE VILLAGE OF HAMILTON


WHEREAS, the attorney for the Village has prepared and presented a proposed local law entitled, “A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law section 3-c  for the 2015-2016 fiscal year”, and


WHEREAS, the proposed local law is intended to authorize the Village of Hamilton to exceed the tax levy cap otherwise provided under New York State law for the Village’s 2015-2016 budget and fiscal year, and


WHEREAS, upon notice duly published and posted as required, a public hearing on this local law was held on April 15, 2015, which public hearing was, or is hereby closed, and


WHEREAS, the adoption of this local law is not an action that may have an effect on the environment as defined by the implementing regulations of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act, and is therefore not an action subject to SEQRA.


NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED as follows:


After due deliberation, the Board of Trustees finds it in the best interest of the Village of Hamilton to adopt this local law, and does hereby adopt this local law entitled, “A local law authorizing a property tax levy in excess of the limit established in General Municipal Law section 3-c for the 2015-2016 fiscal year.”  The Village Clerk is hereby directed to enter said Local Law in the minutes of this meeting, and to give due notice of the adoption of said Local Law to the Secretary of State.

Motion: Trustee Lura

Second: Trustee Servedio

Roll Call: Trustee Carter-aye, Trustee Kliman-aye, Trustee Servedio-aye, Trustee Lura-aye, Mayor Miller-aye
Dated:  April 15, 2015
Resolution#36-2015

Utility Worker

WHEREAS, the Village of Hamilton Board of Trustees (BOT) has previously approved the creation of two new positions for utility workers, and

WHEREAS, notice of openings for the positions were posted, twenty six (26) applications were received and selected candidates were interviewed by a committee consisting of the Municipal Utilities Commission (MUC) President, the Village Administrator, the Gas Supervisor and the Utility Supervisor, and 

WHEREAS, the top two applicants were recommended by this committee and their credentials presented to the MUC, and

WHEREAS, the MUC recommends to the BOT that  Stanley Welsh and Joshua Knutti be hired for the position of Utility Workers for the Village of Hamilton, and

WHEREAS, the MUC also recommends that Mr. Welsh and Mr. Knutti be placed on a probation period for not more than six months; now 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Mr. Joshua Knutti and Mr. Stanley Welsh are hereby hired to the position of Utility Worker contingent upon them successfully completing the required drug and alcohol testing with an employment start date to be determined by the Village Administrator based on the drug and alcohol test results with their employment status to be probationary for a period of six months from their employment start date; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Mr. Joshua Knutti and Mr. Stanley Welsh each be paid at a starting hourly rate of twenty-one dollars and sixty-six cents ($21.66), and that their benefit package be in accordance with the applicable union contract currently in effect. 

Motion: Trustee Lura
Seconded: Trustee Kliman
Carried: unanimously
Authorize Bids for Salt/Sand Building

RESOLUTION NO. #37-2015

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has previously noted the need for a new building to store salt and sand for the use of the Village Department of Public Works; and 

WHEREAS, an appropriation has been made in the current Village budget for the construction of a new salt/sand storage building; and 

WHEREAS, the DPW Supervisor has developed general specifications for the construction of a new salt/sand storage building and has recommended to this Board that bids for the construction of the building be solicited.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Village of Hamilton shall advertise for bids from qualified contractors to provide stamped construction plans and to construct a new salt/sand storage building for use by the Village DPW in accordance with the DPW Crew Chief’s specifications; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all such bids shall be submitted to the Village Office no later than 2:00 p.m. on May 13, 2015, at which time all bids shall be publicly opened and read aloud.

Motion: Trustee Lura
Second: Trustee Servedio
Carried: unanimously
Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Board, Trustee Kliman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.   The meeting adjourned at 9:07pm. 

