
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Board of Trustees

Special Meeting of February 4, 2015
7:00pm Village Courthouse
Present: Mayor Margaret Miller; Trustees:  Jen Servedio, Deb Kliman and Russ Lura; Administrator Sean Graham; Administrative Assistant Nancy Mitchell; Attorney Jim Stokes 
Absent: Trustee Carter
Public Present: Sally Lura; Sally Campbell; Brian Hutzley; Sam Cooper; Ron Hoham; Carolyn Godfey, Mid-York Weekly; Harvey Kliman; Susan Marafino; Peter Darby, Chris Rossi, & Suzanne Collins, Town pf Hamilton; Bill & Carolyn Todd; Wanda Warren Berry; Town Supervisor  Eve Ann Shwartz; Bruce Mosely
The Mayor called the public hearing to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance.
Peter Darby: Asked for clarification from Attorney Stokes regarding a Town and Village referendum.  Mr. Darby stated that donations have been made to SOMAC.  Mr. Darby expressed his displeasure with a “knowledgeable resident” meeting with the Village to discuss some ideas and that the Village did not send the resident to the Town.  He stated, “If you want to accept authority, then I think you need to accept responsibility”
Wanda Warren Berry: asked who will be doing the contract with the ambulance service.  Attorney Stokes stated it can either be the Town or Village or both.
Susan Marafino: asked when the independent audit will be done.  Mayor Miller stated that she does not believe an audit has been scheduled by SOMAC.  Peter Darby stated that according to the Town of Hamilton bookkeeper, the SOMAC books are not in good enough order to be audited.  Asked about the billing service being used by SOMAC.
Sally Campbell: stated at the last meeting that SOMAC has established an independent finance committee made up of non-board members that will work with the Town bookkeeper to get the books in order.
Ron Hoham: stated information from the Town of Hamilton January 21 meeting was that there was an increase of 103 911 calls.  He asked if we know what demographic that increase came from and what income was generated from that increase.  That information was not available at this meeting.
Brian Hutzley: Stated that Colgate has committed $100,000.00 for 2015.  Colgate will not commit money to a “sinkhole” unless progress is made to by all constituents, Colgate, Village and Town to find solutions.
Bill Todd: stated he is concerned that if the Town is SOMAC’s “big daddy” that SOMAC will not have an incentive to make their operations more efficient.  Stated that this is a private company and private companies go out of business when they do not make enough revenue.  He stated that there are grants for services available.  
Harvey Kliman: stated that there not enough calls to generate enough revenue.  More volunteers are needed.  It is important for us to have 24/7 coverage.  We cannot always rely on mutual aid.  He supports a taxing district.  Stated that if the money for the ambulance is a line item in the general fund, those funds are not guaranteed to go to the ambulance service, but if there was an ambulance district those funds must go to the ambulance service.  
Sam Cooper: asked for clarification from Attorney Stokes if a contract or donation would change the SOMAC 501c3 status.  Asked what happens if the Town rescinds their initial resolution and the Village says no, but the public says we will seek a permissive referendum.  Attorney Stokes stated the Village Board is under no obligation to take any action.
Bruce Mosely: asked if the district is laid out by the State and if it would supersede a contract.  Attorney Stokes stated that SOMAC is the primary responder to emergency described within the certificate of need.  Asked if residents or property owners will be allowed to vote.  Attorney Stokes needs to research.
Attorney Stokes: Attorney Stokes stated that a contract should be made with SOMAC, not donations.  Legally, a municipality cannot “give away” public funds.  
Ron Hoham: asked if the Town or SOMAC was in negotiations with Colgate to continue with monetary support because at the Town January 21st meeting it was stated that Colgate makes up 40+% of all calls received.  Eve Ann Shwartz stated that she believes Colgate is aware of their responsibility to the community as a whole and that the Town/SOMAC needs to prove a need.
Trustee Lura: said that one of the reasons for the public hearing was to hear from residents that if the Town forms a district whether the Village should opt out of it, and setting aside the issues with SOMAC and what the Town is doing, should the village opt out of the district, and would like those present to respond to that question.
Wanda Warren Berry: would like the Village to opt in.  We pay taxes for the kind of community we want to live in, with essential services, that it increases the property values.
Debbie Kliman: wanted to know if Earlville would be required to pay for the ambulance district.  Peter Darby stated they would.
Bill Todd: stated our taxes are too high already.  Does not believe that this is the only way to be “transparent” and feels the Town Board is afraid of being held responsible.  
Eve Ann Shwartz:  money given to SOMAC will be based on need, that there is not a contract yet, but anticipates having one by months end.  She asked the Board to make a decision tonight, to be very aware of the consequences of your actions because if the Town is out there on their own forming a taxing district, that the Town will be taking care of the residents in the Town “outside”, the Village will have to pay for its own contract with SOMAC, that the Town is not going to “carry” the Village on the A-line.  This is a political issue and the Village will share in the “pain”.
Carolyn Todd: asked if wording for the resolution could include the importance of partnerships with fire dept., Colgate, the Hospital. Asked to slow the process down and not to be too hasty in voting on a tax district.
The Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:14pm.  The Mayor recused herself from voting on advice from legal counsel. 
Attorney Stokes outlined the four options the Board could follow:

1. Take no action
2. Pass a resolution declining
3. Pass subject to permissive referendum – consenting to be part of the district
4. Pass subject to mandatory referendum – residents to vote
Resolution #9-2015
At a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Village of Hamilton, in the County of Madison, New York, held at Hamilton, New York on February 4, 2015

PRESENT:
Margaret Miller, Mayor



Russell Lura, Deputy Mayor / Village Trustee



Jennifer Servedio, Village Trustee



Deborah Kliman, Village Trustee

_______________________________________



In the Matter









RESOLUTION 



    of the




CONSENTING TO 









DISTRICT FORMATION

SUBJECT TO REFERENDUM

Establishment of the HAMILTON AMBULANCE

DISTRICT, in the Town of Hamilton 

and Village of Hamilton, County of Madison,

State of New York.

_______________________________________


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Hamilton has proposed the formation of an ambulance district pursuant to the provisions of Article 12A of the Town Law, and 

WHEREAS, as proposed in the Map, Plan and Report dated January 2015, a copy of which is annexed hereto and made a part hereof as Schedule “A”, such district would include all parcels of land within the incorporated limits of the Village of Hamilton that are within the Town of Hamilton, and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Hamilton held a public hearing on January 21, 2015 at 5:30 p.m. at the Village of Hamilton Courthouse, 60 Montgomery Street, Hamilton, New York, at which time the Town Board heard all those wishing to be heard on the question of the formation of said ambulance district; and 

WHEREAS, this Board of Trustees, having duly convened this date and having held a public hearing to consider the merits of forming the proposed Hamilton Ambulance District as proposed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Village of Hamilton, acting by and through its Board of Trustees, does hereby consent to the formation of the Hamilton Ambulance District and to the inclusion within said district of all parcels of land within the incorporated limits of the Village of Hamilton that are in the Town of Hamilton, and it is hereby

FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution is adopted subject to mandatory referendum pursuant to the provisions of Article 9 of the Village Law. 

Motion by Trustee Servedio, seconded by Trustee Kliman and unanimously carried.

Voting: Mayor Miller – recused, Trustee Lura-aye, Trustee Kliman-aye, Trustee Servedio-aye





Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Board, Trustee Kliman made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.   The meeting adjourned at 8:55pm. 

