
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton

Board of Trustees

Special Meeting of October 30, 2013
7:00p.m.
Village Courthouse
APPROVED MINUTES
Present: Mayor Margaret Miller; Trustees: Russ Lura, Debbie Kliman, Jen Servedio, and Sam Cooper; Administrator Sean Graham; Attorney Jim Stokes
Public Present: Sally Lura; Dave Hollis, radiofreehamilton; John Basher; Bob Holcomb; Larry Baker; Marilyn Upton; Harvey Kliman; Regina Silvestri; Hillary Virgil; Sam Stradling; Wanda Warren Berry
Joanne Borfitz; Julie Dudrick; Jerry Fuller; Bob Johnson; Bill Todd; Carolyn Todd; Wayne Foster
The Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00pm and led the pledge of allegiance.
Approval of Agenda: A motion was made by Trustee Kliman to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.
Public Comment: Regina Silvestri stated her concern with the deterioration of the Village’s public murals.  The Mayor reported that the Historical Commission and the Mural Commission may combine to work together to help maintain the murals.  Trustee Kliman reported Jane Todd has been newly appointed to the Historical Commission and will be looking into the murals.
Conference Request: Treasurer Henderson is requesting to attend a conference on November 14, 2013, in Verona, NY, Reciprocal Deposits Information Session, for a cost of $38.42.  A motion was made by Trustee Kliman to approve Treasurer Henderson’s request to attend the conference.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.
Natural Gas: Attorney Stokes explained that Epsilon Associates performed the Standard Environmental Assessment Form that has been on file in the Village Office for two months.  It contains questions and answers and details of the project with the potential impacts.  Included are attachment A, wildlife habitat and endangered species assessment, as well as maps.  Attorney Stokes provided to the Trustees the executive summary of the cultural resource report.  It was determined that no sensitive area will be impacted.  Several representatives from the MUC were present to answer any questions.  Attorney Stokes and the Trustees went through Part II of the SEQR.
SEQR Determination:           RESOLUTION NO. 129-2013
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE VILLAGE OF HAMILTON

A RESOLUTION MAKING A NEGATIVE DECLARATION UNDER SEQRA WITH RESPECT TO THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A NATURAL GAS DISTRIBUTION PIPELINE BY THE VILLAGE OF HAMILTON MUNICIPAL NATURAL GAS PUBLIC UTILITY 


WHEREAS, this Board of Trustees of the Village of Hamilton has previously formed a natural gas public utility service pursuant to the provisions of Article 14-A of the General Municipal Law (“the Utility”), and


WHEREAS, the Utility, upon the authorization of this Board of Trustees, engaged Epsilon Associates, Inc. (“Epsilon”), Birchwood Archaeological Services (“Birchwood”), and other consultants to perform various environmental assessments  and prepare preliminary plans with respect to the potential construction of a natural gas distribution pipeline from the interstate Tennessee Gas Pipeline to provide service to the Village of Hamilton and specified areas within the surrounding community (the “Action”), and


WHEREAS, this Board of Trustees received a Full Environmental Assessment Form with supporting narratives and mapping prepared by Epsilon with respect to the Action, and


WHEREAS, this Board has received a Phase IA/IB Cultural Resources Survey Report prepared by Birchwood, and 


WHEREAS, this Board of Trustees has previously resolved that the Action is a Type I action as defined by the implementing regulations of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act, and that this Board of Trustees of the Village of Hamilton would act as lead agency with respect to the Action, and


WHEREAS, on or about August 23, 2013, all other agencies identified as potentially involved or interested in the Action were given notice of the Action and of this Board of Trustees’ designation of lead agency, and no other agency has objected thereto, and 


WHEREAS, this Board has extensively reviewed the information provided in Part 1 of the EAF, the Epsilon report, the Birchwood report and the other reports, maps and information provided to the Board, and

WHEREAS, the Board has thoroughly analyzed the questions and examples provided in Part 2 of the EAF, and has answered those questions as indicated in Part 2 of the EAF after discussion and consideration, and


WHEREAS, the Board is mindful of the criteria set forth in Section 617.7 of the SEQRA regulations for determining the environmental significance of an action, and


WHEREAS, the members of this Board are personally familiar with the general project area and have given consideration to the totality of the known circumstances applicable to this Action. 
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of the Village of Hamilton, acting as lead agency, that the Action will not result in any significant adverse environmental impacts, and a negative declaration under the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act shall be adopted, filed and served in accordance with SEQRA’s implementing regulations. The reasons supporting this determination are as follows:

Based on the information available and included in the EAF Part 1 the detailed information contained in the supplemental reports prepared by the Village’s environmental assessment consultants, Epsilon Associates, Inc. and its cultural resources consultant, Birchwood Archaeological Services, it is reasonable to conclude that the identified impacts of the Action are individually and collectively minor in scale and scope of impact, and therefore not significant. 

The Action consists almost entirely of the installation of underground pipeline, which involves a temporary disturbance of the ground surface of the project site, but the utilization of best management practices during construction and restoration should ensure that any impacts are purely temporary in nature, limited to the brief period of construction. Existing slopes and grades (98% of which are less than 10%) will be maintained, thereby avoiding the alteration of drainage patterns, and best practices erosion control measures will be used to avoid sedimentation and water quality impacts. After construction and restoration are completed, the only above-ground indication of the pipeline installation will be unobtrusive line markers required to be installed for safety purposes in locating the line in the future. The pipeline route has been selected to avoid, to the maximum extent practicable, culturally and environmentally sensitive areas, including wetlands. Most, if not all, stream crossings of the pipeline will be accomplished by subsurface borings, rather than open cut trenches, thereby avoiding even most temporary impacts to protected and non-protected water bodies. The “City Gate” site for the tap into the interstate TGP near Route 20 will require less than one-half acre of surface disturbance on an essentially level site, and, after construction, most of the disturbed area will have a gravel stone surface that is at least semi-pervious.

The operation of the pipeline distribution system will not produce any waste materials or atmospheric emissions, and as such there will be no impacts on air quality or public health. Available sources were consulted regarding threatened and endangered species, and none was identified in the project area. No wildlife or significant plant habitat is being eliminated by this Action. There are no designated critical environmental areas within or near the project site.

While a significant portion of the pipeline will be installed on agricultural lands, contractors will be required to adhere to practices recommended by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets to segregate and replace topsoil separately from subsoils to preserve the agricultural integrity of the soils. Deep trenching or deep installation of field drain tiles could be precluded in the immediate area of the pipeline, but this should not be an issue as the pipeline has been almost entirely located on the edge of agricultural fields near roadways. 

As the project is almost entirely underground, there will be no impact on aesthetic resources, open space, recreational areas, or historic buildings. The one pre-contact archaeological site identified by Birchwood Archaeological Services near the project area (east of NYS Route 46) has been avoided by locating the pipeline to the west side of Route 46. The Action, by its nature, will not generate traffic, and will have no impact on transportation. There will be no significant impact on public health. Under normal operating conditions, there will be no significant release of natural gas or other substances or materials to the environment. The use of hdpe pipe and qualified contractors adhering to pipe installation requirements as specific by the municipal utility and the Public Service Commission, combined with inspection by qualified inspectors, during and after construction, and the maintenance of a 24 hour emergency hotline and response capability by the municipal utility in accordance with Public Service Commission requirements, significantly reduces the likelihood of a catastrophic release or explosion of natural gas, and any associated resulting impact on public health, in the event of an accident or upset conditions.    

As described within the EAF materials, the Action may represent a significant positive environmental impact to the community in terms of energy, and will support the Village of Hamilton’s efforts to promote business development in its Airport Business Park and other areas.  The Action involves creation of a natural gas distribution pipeline that would allow for facilities and residents that currently burn No. 2 distillate oil or No. 6 fuel oil to convert from oil to natural gas.  The proposed fuel conversion will thereby increase energy efficiency and reduce emissions of air pollutants within the community.  Although, the proposed Action constitutes a major change in use of the type of energy, there will be net positive environmental benefits to the community and the region by changing energy sources within this community. 

For all of the reasons set forth, the Action will not have any significant adverse impact on the environment and, therefore, the issuance of a Negative Declaration is warranted.

Motion by Trustee Cooper, seconded by Trustee Lura and unanimously carried.
Library Grant: Mayor Miller reported the Library had applied for a grant for repairs estimated at $80,000.00.  The potential award is $26,000.00.  This still needs to be approved by the State.  The grant needs to be used by 2016.  It was suggested that the repairs be spread out over several years.  The Board would like the list of repairs prioritized.  No action was taken.
Colgate Cultural Art Center: Attorney Stokes stated that the first step the Trustees need to take is to formulate a specific proposal for a local law.  He reiterated the Planning Boards decision of making this an “SP” with a site plan and parking requirement.  He referenced Bob McVaugh’s email.  Trustee Lura stated he would like it to be a “P” with a site plan review.  He also stated that he would like parking to refer to public space only and to be 1 per 1000 sq. ft. of public accessible space.  Joanne Borfitz stated that the public space is 10,500 sq. ft.  Mayor Miller asked if the use could have an “SP” and “SC” listed together.  The answer was yes.  Trustee Cooper wanted Trustee Lura to explain why he doesn’t want the “SP.”  Trustee Lura stated that if the definition is clear there is no need for a special permit.  Attorney Stokes asked the Board to consider the impact to the zone in all areas of that zone; that may help the Board decide if a special permit is needed. Ancillary uses were discussed.  Attorney Stokes will draft a local law to present at the next meeting.
Share the Road Signs: 
Resolution #130-2013
Approval for Placement of Bicycling Signage

WHEREAS, the Village Board desires to promote the safety of bicyclists using village streets and roadways; and

WHEREAS, motorists need to be aware of the presence of bicycles on Village streets by placement of signs at various locations on main roads and streets entering the village; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Hamilton desires such signs should conform to the generally accepted signage informing the public of the presence of bicyclists sharing public streets and roads; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village Board approves said signage to consist of the symbol of a bicyclist on a sign with the accompanying sign stating, “Share The Road.”  The purchase of the signage shall be fully funded from donations administered by the Partnership for Community Development using funds donated for this purpose by the Hamilton Rotary Club, The Hamilton Club, the Hamilton Business Alliance, and the PCD; and
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that the location of the eight signs that the eight signs that the Village Department of Public Works shall erect will be at or in close proximity to the eight main roads at or near the Hamilton Village limits as determined by the Department of Public Works.

Motion made by Trustee Cooper, seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.

Entrance Signs: Trustee Cooper made a motion to accept the gift of two entrance signs, but withdrew his motion because the other Trustees would not accept an anonymous gift on advice from the Village attorney.  Trustee Cooper will contact the donor.
Executive Session: A motion was made by Trustee Servedio to enter into an executive session at 9:56pm.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Kliman and unanimously carried.  A motion was made by Trustee Kliman to exit the executive session at 10:07pm.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Servedio and unanimously carried.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Board, Trustee Cooper made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Trustee Kliman and carried.   The meeting adjourned at 8:25am.
Respectfully submitted,

Kim Taranto


