 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Village of Hamilton
Municipal Utilities Commission
4:30pm
Regular Meeting of January 4, 2011
APPROVED MINUTES
PRESENT: President John Basher; Trustee Jim Bona; Commissioners Larry Baker,  Rob Gustafson, and Robert Holcomb; Director of Utilities and Public Works Sean Graham; Clerk/Treasurer Winn

PUBLIC: Joyce Nevison

President Basher called meeting to order at 4:30p.m.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Agenda was approved as written.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular Meeting of December 7, 2010
A motion was made by Commissioner Gustafson to approve the minutes of December 7, 2010, meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Holcomb and carried.

PERSONNEL
Director Graham reported the Lineman position needed to be posted.  Joe Wyman has applied.  Director Graham recommends appointing Mr. Wyman as 1st class lineman for the Village of Hamilton.

A motion was made by Commissioner Baker to accept Director Graham’s recommendation and appoint Joe Wyman as 1st class lineman for the Village of Hamilton and to appoint Joe Wyman at the 4th step, retroactive to date of training completion.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.  

Switch pay was questioned.  Director Graham will investigate and email the Commissioners.

President Basher stated the contracts are up this year.  He will be working with the Mayor, Clerk/Treasurer Winn, Bart King and Dick Holcomb.  SEIU representative Bill Connelly will negotiate for the employees.  Clerk/Treasurer Winn will contact Mr. Connelly to schedule meetings.
ELECTRIC
New Business
Line Foreman’s Report
Director Graham reported the owners of the Smithblock are unsure which water meters supply each section of their buildings.  They requested the Village fix this problem.  This is an issue the owners must resolve by themselves, possibly by hiring a plumber.

Delinquent Accounts
The Commissioners questioned 22 Lebanon St.  Clerk/Treasurer Winn will review.  There are no concerns at this time.

NYPA Insulation Program/IEEP Update

Clerk/Treasurer Winn stated a check for $96,000.00 was received and forwarded to Bollam, Sheedy and Torani to administer funds.

Old Business
Building Upgrades

Director Graham reported the windows are in, waiting on delivery.  Commissioner Baker stated the rug on the front steps is a hazard and needs to be replaced.  Director Graham stated he will have it removed until new carpet is replaced.  Commissioner Gustafson stated the material used at Dr. Ioset’s office should be considered.

Gas Well Update

No report.  Trustee Bona stated Governor Cuomo recently appointed a new DEC rep that supports no drilling.
Natural Gas
Director Graham reported Kevin Brocks has drafted a letter that will be sent to Ms. Gillibrand, Mr. Schumer, Mr. Valesky, Mr. Magee and Mr. Owens because Norse is not supplying us with the requested information.

MEUA Update
Director Graham reported Bart King and Joe Wyman will be attending an engineering workshop.

NYMPA

Clerk/Treasurer Winn reported the annual retreat will focus on training.  Funds are hedged through June 2011.

PANYS

No report.
Madison County Insurance Claim

No report.

Payment Methods for Customers

No report.

AMI Update

Director Graham distributed information.  There is $16,000.00 annual charge to host server and software.  The cost can be offset by IEEP funds.  Clerk/Treasurer Winn requested a more detailed breakdown of costs from Director Graham to start the budget process.
Financials

Clerk/Treasurer Winn presented the financial statement to date.  The Electric Fund average gross profit percent is 51%.  Water Fund net profit reflects a bond payment.  Straight cash in & out; $21,000.00 balance.  Sewer Fund shows a $14,000.00 balance. 

Spring Street Annexation

No report.  Will be taken off agenda.

ION/Broadband

No report.

WATER
New Business

Clerk/Treasurer Winn distributed information generated by Jeff Schindler.  Director Graham stated he has the same information and will email to Clerk/Treasurer Winn.

Well
No report.
Old Business

SEWER
New Business

Compost

Director Graham stated he has 2 free hours of engineering time and wants to know if the MUC is interested in pursuing.  Director Graham reported the 360 testing is completed and is fine.  Commissioner Gustafson stated is concerns regarding the Village’s liability.  Director Graham will scan and email a copy of Waterville’s disclaimer to the Commission.  He stated Class A & B compost cannot be used on vegetable gardens.  Grant money may be available. 
Old Business

Chesapeake Bay Nutrient Loading Limits

Director Graham reported Dave Hollis contacted him and claimed the EPA has set the limits.  Director Graham has not received any information from the EPA.

Request by Joyce Nevison

Ms. Nevison stated she purchased 150 acres called Highland Farms.  She is requesting abatement of sewer charges from August through September due to watering plants the water is not entering the sewer system.  Director Graham recommends drawing the water from the canal on her property.  Commissioner Holcomb suggested a retaining tank.  Director Graham will make some contacts and report back to Ms. Nevison and her son.
Director Graham reported CEO McGinnis informed him that the NYS Building codes have reduced their insulation requirements.  He stated the next step might be to consider passing local laws.

Director Graham stated he was contacted by Jack Loop regarding an electrical code meeting being conducted by Mike Meyers, on January 29, 2011.  Giving Village employees comp time for attending was discussed.  Possibly 3-5 employees may attend.

Claims
Commissioner Gustafson reviewed claims and made a motion to pay them.  The motion 

was seconded by Commissioner Baker and carried.

The next meeting will be February 1, 2011, at 4:30pm, at the Village Office.

Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Commission, Trustee Bona made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Gustafson and carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:41pm.

Submitted by,

Kim Taranto










