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Village Schedules Special Election
On Proposed Ambulance District

Hamilton, New York –   The Village of Hamilton Board of Trustees has scheduled a special Village election for March 23, 2015 from noon to 9:00 p.m. at the Village Public Library to determine whether properties within the Village should be included in the Town of Hamilton’s proposed town-wide ambulance district. All registered voters residing in the Village for at least 30 days prior to March 23rd that live in the portion of the Village that is also within the Town of Hamilton will be eligible to vote at the special election.
	At a Village Board meeting and public hearing held on February 4th, the Village’s attorney, Jim Stokes, explained that under State law, the Town of Hamilton may not form a town-wide ambulance district that includes the Village unless the Village consents. With the Town having approved a resolution to form the District, the Village Board had several options – to take no action, which would have automatically prevented the Ambulance District from including the Village, adopt a resolution to grant the Village’s consent subject to the submission of a petition by residents demanding a special election, or simply pass a resolution to grant the consent only if Village voters approved at a special election. The latter was the option chosen by the Village Board.
	“The ambulance service issue is very important to the community. It is a vital service, and we, as a community, must determine how best provide the service at a cost that is manageable,” said Mayor Margaret Miller, who is also a member of the SOMAC Board of Directors. “Due to my position with SOMAC, I abstained from the Village Board vote on this, but I share the Trustees’ view that this is a question best decided by the voters, not just five Board members, so this is why the special election was scheduled,” continued Mayor Miller.
	As proposed by the Town Board, the Town of Hamilton may expend as much as $266,000 in 2016 to fund SOMAC operations. This cost would be taxed against all taxable property in the Town, including the portions of the Villages of Hamilton and Earlville that are in the Town of Hamilton. The tax would vary according to the assessed value of any given property, and the estimated tax rate for this expenditure is estimated by the Town to be $1.03 per $1,000 of assessed valuation. That would translate into an annual tax of $103 for a home assessed at $100,000, and a tax of approximately $154 for a home assessed at $150,000. The District Map Plan and Report prepared by the Town, which contains this and additional information about the proposed District, is available at the offices of both the Town and Village Clerks, and may also be viewed at the Town and Village’s  website.  





