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Preamble

The Village of Hamilton adopted a Master Plan in 1992, and it served the Village well.  However, in the intervening seventeen years, there have been many changes within the Village.  We have added the airport and the airpark, while also annexing property to the south of the village along 12B.  We have seen significant commercial growth along 12B at the northern Village limits and beyond.  We have seen the redesign of the Village Green, the renovation of many downtown buildings, the growth of Five Trees, and many other significant developments.  It is time to introduce a new Master Plan that is responsive to our current condition and our current aspirations. 

A Master Plan serves as an overview and a summary of the priorities of the Village.  Once approved it offers broad principles to which Village Boards and Commissions can turn for guidance.  For example, once approved the Master Plan will provide parameters within which the Zoning, Subdivision, and Sign laws may be coherently revised and the zoning map reconsidered.  It also serves quite formally as a resource to Planning Board and Zoning Board of Appeals when ambiguities arise in the implementation of Village ordinances.  It is a very important document and needs to be considered carefully.

Imbedded in the Master Plan are Action Points.  These are ways of identifying investigations and actions that the Village should oversee and coordinate to facilitate the achievement of the priorities set forth in the Master Plan policies.  In the present document, a set of Action Points has been associated with each of the policy statements.  Moreover, while the Village Board of Trustees ultimately oversees everything in this Master Plan, suggestions are made here as to specific Village Boards, Commissions, and Committees that may be expected to contribute concretely to realizing the Action Points.  Of course, as has always been the Village tradition, such Boards and Committees should move forward with the wisdom of the many public and private groups that contribute so much to our community. 

This Draft Master Plan has been developed by the Village Planning Board, which stands indebted to the many contributions offered by residents during numerous public hearings held since 2007.  The Action Points were developed in 2008 by a committee appointed by the Village Board, whose members included:  Russ Lura, Ben Eberhardt, Charles Getchonis, Harvey Kliman, and Margaret Miller.  It was reviewed by the Village Board, which presented it to the community for discussion.  To that end, copies were made available at the Village Office as well as the Hamilton Public Library, and public hearings for its discussion were held on March 2 in the Hamilton Public Library and March 10 in the Village Courthouse.
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A.  Community Character

The Village is committed to preserving small town civility, and low-density, single-family residential character, while also supporting the cultural and entertainment vigor associated with a vibrant University.  Retention of the distinctive aesthetic, social and environmental qualities of existing neighborhoods, streets and public spaces will remain an important objective of land use regulations.  Development that embodies traditional aesthetic and architectural considerations will be encouraged and supported, particularly in areas that have been included in the Village’s Historic District.  Development outside that historic district should be supported in a manner that also enhances Hamilton’s distinctive identity.

The Village also recognizes that new development may need to strike a balance between tradition and contemporary needs that are often determined by economic necessity and market demands.  Land use regulations will be modified, if necessary, to respond to current needs but only in ways that will be harmonious with existing community.

Action Points:

1. Revise the zoning, sign, and subdivision laws.

a. Responsibility: Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Village Board of Trustees.
2. Clarify the Village’s role with regard to Southern Madison County municipalities and organizations.

a. Responsibility: Village Board of Trustees 

3. Continue the tree planting and landscape programs.

a. Responsibility: Tree Committee

4. Review and clarify the boundaries of the Village Historical District
a. Responsibility: Historical Commission and the Planning Board.

5. Review the needs and availability of housing types in the Village.

a. Responsibility: Planning Board and Village Board
B.  Long Range Growth and Development

Growth over the past decades has been healthy, and the Village believes that continued incremental growth of the permanent population base as well as the incremental growth of the economic base will be beneficial.  New growth will be encouraged and will be planned for in ways that will accommodate, preserve and protect the low density, rural-village character that presently exists in many neighborhoods.

Action Points:

1. Revise the zoning, sign, and subdivision laws.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board.

C.  Economic Base

The Village acknowledges that the major elements of Hamilton’s economic base are Colgate University; Community Memorial Hospital; local and regional medical service providers; the retail and service core of the Village center and the 12B corridor; the airport; light industry; and, in outlying areas, traditional agricultural activities.  These elements interact to support rich cultural and recreational activity in the Village.  However, a number of these elements are tax-exempt, putting unusual stresses on the Village tax base.  The Village will cooperate with surrounding towns and with County and State agencies to attract and promote new tax-generating businesses, some of which may be home based, and industries that complement the educational, medical, aviation-based and retail/service character of the community without compromising its residential vitality. Strong support of existing business and industry and continued efforts to work positively with providers of higher education, medical services, the airport/airpark, arts and cultural venues, and the retail/service sector will be pursued as an appropriate and effective way to maintain a sound economic mix and a stable local economy.

Action Points:

1. Review and Revise the zoning, sign, and subdivision laws.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board.
2. Work with local, county and state resources and agencies.

a. Responsibility:  Airpark Commission, Planning Board and Village Board.


D.  Commercial Development

The Village recognizes that the 12B corridor constitutes the backbone of its commercial development, with important branching on Lebanon Street.  The downtown Historic district should continue as a vibrant retail and service district.  Commercial development dependent predominantly on automobile access is most appropriate to the north of Kinney Drug.  

The Village should be vigilant and proactive in exploring ways to support pedestrian use of retail, service, and office facilities in the historic downtown.

The Village should cooperate with business and service organizations that support the commercial vitality of the community.

Action Points:

1. Review and Revise the zoning, sign, and subdivision laws with special attention to the northern gateway to the Village.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board. Zoning Board of Appeals and Village Board.
E.  Traffic

The Village will support a modification of existing streets, explore new parking opportunities, and investigate various traffic control mechanisms when these would ease pedestrian movement and manage vehicular movement, particularly in the historic Village center.

Action Points:

1. Examine the Intersection of 12B/Madison St./Payne St./and Lebanon St. and make recommendations to improve pedestrian movement there and in the Village Center.

a. Responsibility:  Pedestrian Safety Committee and Planning Board

2. Review Off Street Parking 

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board and Village Board

F.  Residential Development

The Village acknowledges that Hamilton has diverse social and economic housing needs that can best be satisfied by a variety of residential types.  This variety should be encouraged but controlled so that traffic, noise, overcrowding and other environmental liabilities can be limited.  The existing character of single-family detached housing is appropriate for most areas in the Village and, for this reason, higher density apartments and group residential facilities may be restricted to specified areas.

The Village also recognizes that consideration must be given to the housing needs of older residents, who may benefit from health related services, young families and individuals at the low and moderate-income levels.

The Village believes that sometimes groups of students living in private, off-campus housing create conditions that are not compatible with traditional neighborhood living patterns.  To reduce this conflict, the Village will work with Colgate and other landlords and property owners to address and improve student living situations that are not in harmony with community values.

Action Points

1. Revise zoning law with regard to housing and with special attention to facilities for seniors.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board and Village Board.

2. Determine feasibility and conditions for Homeowner's associations.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board and Village Board.

3. Work with Colgate on limits of off-campus housing.

a. Responsibility:  Village Board.

G.  Recreation

The Village is supports the recreation interests of all its residents as feasible.  This will be accomplished through the maintenance of existing facilities and the provision of additional facilities as needed.  The improvement of community-wide recreation opportunities, such as hiking/jogging/bicycling trails, will be explored actively if deemed supportive of the community.

Action Points

1. Work to coordinate trails within the Village and environs.

a. Responsibility:  Recreation Committee and Village Board

2. Develop regulations for off-street motorized vehicles.

a. Responsibility:  Village Board

H.  Natural Resources and the Environment

Preservation of natural resources is an important factor to be considered as new development occurs and as the quality of life within extant development is maintained.  The Village is committed to controlling erosion on steep slopes and to the preservation of existing wetland and flood plain areas, as identified in the Master Plan.  Development proposals for environmentally sensitive areas will be expected to retain large trees and other significant existing vegetation and respond to the limitations of topography and soils.

Action Points

1. Strengthen site-planning process within zoning law.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board

2. Revise Zoning Law and to assure protection of environmentally sensitive areas in the Village.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board

I.  Intermunicipal Cooperation

As development continues in and around the Village of Hamilton, reciprocal impacts between the Village and adjacent communities have been increasingly potent.  The Village wants to work with surrounding towns in the establishment of coordinated land use regulations and development standards that would preserve the community character while supporting economic and cultural enhancement.  The Village intends to take the initiative in bringing about this collaborative effort.

Action Points

1. Meet with official of neighboring municipalities.

a. Responsibility:  Village Board, Planning Board, Airpark Commission

J.  Utility Extensions

Community water, sewer and electric utility services will be extended to any area that is annexed when it is cost-effective to do so.  Service will continue to be provided to areas outside the Village that are presently served by public utilities.  However, in the future, areas that do not wish to become part of the Village will not be provided with utilities. 

K.  Annexation

The Village will support annexation proposals from adjacent property owners when those proposals fit into the overall long-range development plan for the community.

Action Points

1. Review the potential benefits and costs of annexation of areas currently outside the Village.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board and Municipal Utility Commission.

2. Explore the feasibility of policies encouraging the underground service to new development in annexed areas.

a. Responsibility: Municipal Utility Commission

3. Explore the feasibility of giving priority of lot lines when revising the annexation procedures and guidelines.

a. Responsibility:  Planning Board and Village Board
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